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Funding Forum Agenda

2025 PRELIMINARY AGENDA
(As of 4/2/2025)
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3:00 PM – 6:00 PM REGISTRATION 

4:30 PM – 4:45 PM Welcome and Program Overview

Michael Kahn, NCPERS

4:45 PM – 5:30 PM Mercer CFA Institute Global Pension Index

David Knox, Lead Author and Senior Partner, Mercer
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5:30 PM – 6:30 PM WELCOME RECEPTION
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7:00 AM – 6:00 PM REGISTRATION

7:00 AM – 8:00 am BREAKFAST 

8:00 AM – 5:30 PM GENERAL SESSION I

8:00 AM – 8:15 AM Welcome & Opening Remarks

Hank Kim, NCPERS

8:15 AM – 9:00 AM A Perspective on Best Practices in U.S. Public Pensions

Keith Brainard, NASRA

9:00 AM – 9:45 AM Could Successful Retirement Systems Offer a Roadmap for Others?

David Draine, PEW

9:45 AM – 11:00 AM Panel Discussion: How Are Pension Plans Improving Their Funding Status and Making

Contributions Above What's Required?

Moderator: Tyler Bond, NIRS

Ryan Barrow, Kentucky Public Pension Authority

Robert (Andy) Blough, Indiana Public Retirement System

Jeffrey Fleck, West Virginia Consolidated Public Retirement Board

John Herrington, Retirement Services Division, Office of the State Comptroller,

Connecticut (Invited)

Tyler Cummings, Nebraska Public Employee Retirement Systems (Invited)

11:00 AM – 11:15 AM REFRESHMENT BREAK
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11:15 AM – 12:15 PM Understanding Amortization: What's the Relationship Between

Layered Amortization and Funding Status? 

Moderator: Dan Doonam, NIRS

Todd Tauzer, Segal

Elizabeth Wiley, Cheiron

Paul Angelo, Retired Actuary

 

12:15 PM – 1:15 PM NETWORKING LUNCH

 

1:15 PM – 2:00 PM Interaction Between Public Pension Funds and Financial Markets

Tyler Bond, NIRS

Katie Comstock, AON 

 

2:00 PM – 2:45 PM Strategic Plan: A Way to Making Pension Plans the Best they Can Be

Denise Bradford, CalSTRS

 

2:45 PM –3:00 PM REFRESHMENT BREAK

 

3:00 PM – 3:45 PM The New Corporate Governance

Luifi Zingales, Chicago Booth, University of Chicago

 

3:45 PM – 5:00 PM Public Funding Challenge 

Winning Student Team, Harris School, University of Chicago

 

5:30 PM –6:30 PM NETWORKING RECEPTION
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7:00 AM – 12:00 PM REGISTRATION

 

7:00 AM – 8:00 AM BREAKFAST 

 

8:00 AM – 12:00 PM GENERAL SESSION II

 

8:00 AM – 8:15 AM Welcome back

Hank Kim, NCPERS
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8:15 AM – 9:15 AM Characteristics of a Great Pension Plan: An Actuarial and Fiscal Sustainability

Perspective 

Gene Kalwarski, Cheiron

Michael Kahn, NCPERS

 

9:15 AM – 10:15 AM Characteristics of a Great Public Pension Plan: An Investment Perspective 

David Wilson, Nuveen

 

10:15 AM – 10:30 AM REFRESHMENT BREAK

 

10:30 AM –11:30 AM Outlook for the U.S. Economy in 2025 and Beyond

David Altig, Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta 

 

11:30 AM –12:00 PM

 

THANK YOU & CLOSING REMARKS

Hank Kim and Michael Kahn, NCPERS

C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C AT I O N  ( C E )  C R E D I T S

By attending the Public Pension Funding Forum, you can earn 11 Continuing Education (CE) hours toward

your Accredited Fiduciary (AF) recertification and/or state-mandated continuing education requirements. CE

credits are automatically recorded in your NCPERS membership account after the conference, where you can

log in to download your CE certificate.

NCPERS is an accredited Minimum Educational Training (MET) sponsor for Texas public retirement systems,

as recognized by the State Pension Review Board. This accreditation does not imply an endorsement by the

Board regarding the quality of the MET program.

Additionally, NCPERS is a recognized learning provider and continuing education sponsor in multiple states.

Attendees are encouraged to check with their state’s requirements to confirm CE eligibility.

 

Event Registration

Annual Conference & Exhibition (ACE)

Center for Online Learning
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Chief Officers Summit

FALL Conference

Legislative Conference & Policy Day

NCPERS Accredited Fiduciary (NAF) Program

NCPERS University

Pension Communications Summit

Program for Advanced Trustee Studies (PATS)
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